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Agenda for Berwick St James Village meeting
Thursday 25th January 2024
7pm The Reading Room

1. Welcome & apologies

2. Minutes of the last meeting & matters 
arising

3. State of Village finances

4. Berwick Road (B3083) footpath

5. Bob Drake’s Legacy Update

6. Church update

7. Speed Watch + Village website

8. Flooding & consequences

9. The Boot Inn

10. Village Questionnaire 2024

11. Fundraising Events for 2024/25 

12. Wildlife and roads

13. AOB

Close & drinks



3. State of Village Finances

+ Precept



4. Berwick Road (B3083) footpath



For all concerned: Exploration of 
alternative footpath/byway routes 
between Winterbourne Stoke and 
Berwick St James.

Current pedestrian routes
- B3038
- BS JA6

B3083 used by
Circa 8 horses per day all year round
>50 people walking per day in Summer

Local destinations for walkers 
within Berwick St James
The Boot Inn +
Farm Shop ‘The Old Forge’

Current footpath ‘BS JA6’



For all concerned: Exploration of 
alternative footpath/byway routes 
between Winterbourne Stoke and 
Berwick St James.

The hazard: in 2023 there were minor 
accidents along this stretch of road.

Pedestrian and equestrian traffic has 
increased substantially with the 
opening of the campsite and an 
equestrian stable. Pedestrians can be 
tourists with little awareness of the 
road condition or speed of vehicles 
coming around the bends.

More equestrian activity now also 
takes place within and around 
Berwick St James.

Walkers must take the B3083 on a 
blind bend in a 50mph zone.

Accident spots
Low visibility 
both directions

A motorbike incident narrowly 
avoided horses in 2023. The rider 
going between horses.

A car left the road shortly after the 
new fencing was installed.



Options for consideration

Open-sided (no fencing) route along eastern 
edge of field, following perimeter to gates.

Status given as ‘permitted byway’ to allow 
horses along the route.

Untended / natural surface
Existing fence remains
Removal of kissing gate
Additional gate ‘B’ to allow access 
into the route at the north.

B
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5. Bob Drake’s 
legacy update

Bulbs planted

Tree location agreed

Plaque supplier



6. Church

…& Garden

• Garden
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7th December 23 to 1st January 2024
Incoming 7492
Outgoing 6209

7. Speed watch



7th December 
23 to 1st 
January 2024



7th December 
23 to 1st 
January 2024



7. Our website



Our 
website



Our 
website



Agenda for Berwick St James Village meeting
Thursday 25th January 2024
7pm The Reading Room

1. Welcome & apologies

2. Minutes of the last meeting & matters 
arising

3. State of Village finances

4. Berwick Road (B3083) footpath

5. Bob Drake’s Legacy Update

6. Church update

7. Speed Watch + Village website

8. Flooding & consequences

9. The Boot Inn

10. Village Questionnaire 2024

11. Fundraising Events for 2024/25 

12. Wildlife and roads

13. AOB

Close & drinks



8. Flooding & consequences

• Roads and footpaths

• Asserton Lane /Duck St.

Sewage treatment

Backing up of sewage from 
treatment plant into southern 
end of Berwick

Pumps ‘insufficient capacity’
WARNING: Anyone 
under the age of 6yrs old 
look away now. These 
are REAL puddles.



Asserton 
Lane / 
Duck St.
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10. Village questionnaire

Quick overview of 
data so far.

Proposal that we 
have a sub-group to 
review and work 
these into practical 
actions.

A fundraising event 
mid-2024 should be 
proposed soon!









1 anonymous Supporting attendance at paid village events, for those with limited funds. Subsidising tea and cake 
type social events/subsidising reading room hire for village community events.

2 anonymous The Reading room will need to replace its projector before long and the sound system in there 
could be improved.

3 anonymous Village auction

4 anonymous Wine Tasting - see below Horse Racing and BBQ - pub Pub night with dancing, plus auction Potted 
Sports day - adults/children

5 anonymous Purchase of a Village generator
6 anonymous Quiz nights.
7 anonymous Barn Dance

8 anonymous A public bin near the guide HQ for dog walkers (maybe the council would fund this if enough people 
wanted it) A play park for kids

9 anonymous The auction of promises was pretty successful last time.
10 anonymous Get togethers centered around food. A flower or arts&crafts show
11 anonymous Treasure Hunt - using whole village area and a bit of Druids Lodge with subscription tea at the end.

12 anonymous If a knowledgeable resident might organize a series of local walks giving information about the 
village & surrounds. (Rather like those described in Barbara Last’s excellent booklet.

13 anonymous Apple pressing eqpt

14 anonymous For those interested defib / basic life support session in reading room run by Red Cross or similar 
organization that run these sessions for the public

15 anonymous No
16 anonymous Duck race in winter when river is high. Boxing Day.

17 anonymous Assets Village pantry, nature conservation, defibrillator if there isn’t one, Activities quiz, cheese 
and wine tasting,



1 ANONYMOUS
WINE TASTING IN PERSON MIGHT BE FUN BUT I UNDERSTAND THE PUB MIG HT BE DOING THIS SOON. A BARN 
DANCE OR SOMETHING SIMILAR MIGHT BE FUN AS A FUND RAISING EVENT.

2 anonymous Wine tasting

3 anonymous
Wine Tasting, Fri/Sat evening, anywhere. Safari Supper, Fri/Sat evening, participants’ homes. Treasure 
Hunt for children/adults, weekend, all over village.

4 anonymous
Open Air Concert or Jazz evenings - summer Village Car boot sale with % going to village funds -
summer Village Fete - May bank holiday

5 anonymous
With significant assistance, would be willing to help run (a spring?) plant stall which could raise village 
funds

6 anonymous Bring & buy (preloved) sale of clothes, bric a brac, small furniture etc (all very good condition only £

7 anonymous Re invent the wine tasting online

8 anonymous
Central collation of supermarket deliveries at the village shop. A single delivery point (regardless of 
window) might be very attractive to big retailers and would probably support the cafe.

9 anonymous A tennis club? If any of tennis court owners were willing for their courts to be used.

10 anonymous
Ideas only - optional Race night with fun betting Children's film nights run by teenagers or hire 
inflatables for fun sessions in holidays / bank holidays etc or to celebrate a public holiday event

11 anonymous No

12 anonymous Bingo , bridge, nights

13 anonymous Photography club Natural history group Wine club





1 anonymous The introduction of street lighting.

2 anonymous
We do not need any more large expensive houses. If we are to build more houses then, they should be mostly 
affordable.

3 anonymous Field between Berwick and Winterbourne being developed

4 anonymous Closure of pub or shop

5 anonymous Very happy with village lfe as long as it continues and does not put on noisy events.

6 anonymous No to Village lighting and no to more housing.

7 anonymous More housing

8 anonymous Village expansion

9 anonymous Street lamps!

10 anonymous Definitely no street lamps under any circumstances.

11 anonymous No street lights.

12 anonymous Streetlighting

13 anonymous Street lighting speed watch

14 anonymous New housing development

15 anonymous More houses

16 anonymous Street lighting. We must never support it - expensive, pointless and ruinous.

17 anonymous No 2 bus service discontinued. It needs to be better used or I fear it will be removed.

18 anonymous Street lights

19 anonymous No

20 anonymous Haven’t been in village long enough to comment
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12. Wildlife and roads

Christine
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AOB

Thank you for your time

Julian, Hayley and Bill
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